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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CH 

SUB J : CONSTRUCTION IN TIEN AN MEN AS OF 1200 HOURS LOCAL NOV 15 

1 . INTENSE CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY BEGAN IN TIEN AN MEN SQUARE AREA 
NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 14 AND IS CONTINUING WITH SEVERAL THOUSAND WORKERS, 
INCLUDING PLA, CURRING DOWN TREES IN PARK SOUTH OF MARTYRS' 

MONUMENT, TEARING UP SIDEWALKS IN SAME AREA AND DIGGING DEEP 
TRENCH ACROSS SQUARE BETWEEN GREAT HALL OF THE PEOPLE AND MUSEUM 

OF NATIONAL HISTORY. LARGE PORTION OF SQUARE BETWEEN THE GREAT HAL 
AND MUSEUM IS NOW SURROUNDED ON NORTH, EAST AND WEST 
WITH EIGHT FOOT HIGH BOARD FENCE. NORTHERN EDGE OF SQUARE, INCLUDING 
FLAG POLE, IS NOT FENCED IN AND AT NOON THE COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
PERATION ON NORTH EDGE OF SQUARE WAS STILL FUNCTIONING. TWENTY 
FOOT DEEP EAST- WEST TRENCH NOW STRETCHES OVER HALFWAY ACROSS THE 
SQUARE. LARGE NUMBERS OF HEAVY DUMP TRUCKS AND POWER SHOVELS ARE 
BEING USED ON TRENCH. 

2. COMMENT: WE ASSUME THAT WORK IS UNDER WAY ON MAO MEMORIAL 
HALL. AN AUTHORITATIVE EXPLANATION SHOULD BE AVAILABLE 
SHORTLY. 
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